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Northwest Community College All Nation Education Pole

On Friday, November 12th, 2004, history was made at Northwest Community College. For the first time, the
College and the seven First Nations in the northwest came together to create a contemporary totem pole that

symbolizes the importance of post-secondary education to First Nations. This is the first totem pole to be erected on _@
College property and acknowledges the importance of First Nations culture and art in the northwest and contributes ﬁ
to the creation of a more welcoming and supportive learning environment for First Nations students attending the A
College. Below is the story of the Pole. %
Northwest Community College “Education is Unity Pole” %

&
This contemporary totem pole was carved in recognition of the importance of education to the First Nations of the e
northwest, now and for future generations. Originally initiated as a pole to commemorate the 25-year anniversary of @
the College, the purpose and meaning of the project grew as we acknowledged the role and impact of post-secondary a
education in the lives of First Nations people in the Northwest. It symbolizes the UNITY that is felt by the E'E.'
Wet’suwet’en, Gitxsan, Haisla, Tahltan, Nisga’a, Tsimshian and Haida when it comes to meeting the educational needs %‘% F\
of their people. AT

This is the first pole to be raised at Northwest Community College Terrace, and it represents the four crests common
to the northwest coast First Nations people: Wolf, Killer Whale, Raven, and Eagle. The power of the pole is at the
base, as it must hold the rest of the pole up. The wolf crest holding a copper shield imbedded with a robin holds this
prestigious position. The Terrace campus of NWCC sits on the traditional territory of the Kitsumkalum Wolf clan.
This crest recognizes the power of the “People of the Robin” and the wolf who have granted permission to erect this
pole on their territories.

The "People of the Robin" supports the Killer whale, a coastal Tsimshian crest. Near the fins of the Killer Whale are
paddles that recognize the leadership of our Chiefs and the unity that comes when a team canoes as one. The Paddle
is a symbol relevant to the Gitxsan and it refers to guidance and direction that a helmsman gives to a canoe. The
Killer Whale is followed by the Raven with a Crow in its wing, to acknowledge the Tahltan people. NWCC reaches
out to Haida Gwaii as symbolized by the Haida Watchmen. The Watchmen are holding a Rainbow. The Rainbow is
significant to the Nisga'a as it relates to a story of a flood and the Creator's promise to the Nisga'a of a time of peace
and plenty. Sitting on the top is the mighty Eagle, messenger from the Creator, this crest is common to all as a symbol

of strength and good news. In the ovoid is a beaver to represent a crest particular to the Wet'suwet'en and Haisla.

This pole reflects the seven First Nations that reside in the northwest and take part in the education of the College. It
symbolizes those who attend the College and the college's commitment to diversity and equality. It stands as a
reminder that education is a goal that draws all nations together. It has taken a long time to come to completion and
the efforts of all nations supporting it made it happen through a persistence of spirit that is symbolic of First Nations
efforts to build a better tomorrow for the generations that follow.

Raised on November 12, 2004, this pole was carved by students of the first First Nations Artist in Residence program
at NWCC, under the guidance of MasterTsimshian carver Heber Reece of the Gispudwada clan, from the village of
Kitselas and Nisga’a Master Carver Murphy Stanley Sr., of the Wolf clan, from the village of Gingolx.

NWCC gratefully acknowledges the students, hereditary chiefs and First Nations Council members who participated
in this project:

Students: Wilbur Abrahams, Troy Adams, Clifford Azak, John Bennett, Shawn Bennett, Shirley Bolton, Clyde Brown,
Shaun Edwards, Robert Kelly, Sam Lockerby, Trevor Reece, Homer Robinson, Brent Stephens, Christopher Stewart,
Pansy lee Watts, Charles Wesley, Sandra Wesley, John Wilson, and Mark Wilson.

Kitsumkalum Hereditary Chiefs: Alex Bolton, Charles Henry Jr., Wayne Robinson Sr., Gerald Wesley, Edward Henry,
Alfred Johnson, Joe Mulwain and Vera Dudoward.

NWCC First Nations Council: Chair Silimks (Irene Seguin), the FINC Totem Pole Committee, and the
Members of the Council which includes: Education Administrators from all the Villages of the Seven
Nations and Friendship Centres in NWCC's service area, NWCC President Stephanie Forsyth, and NORTHWEST
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NWCC First Nations Advisors.
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